Amended & Enacted 11/25/14

Amended 11/25/14


Introduced by Council Member Boyer and amended by the Transportation, Energy & Utilities Committee:
ORDINANCE 2014-666-E
AN ORDINANCE Amending chapter 804 (Jacksonville traffic Code), ORDINANCE CODE; Creating new section 804.406 (SPEED LIMIT REDUCTION ON LOCAL ROADS BY PETITION), Ordinance code, to provide for a petition process for REDUCTION OF SPEED LIMITS ON LOCAL ROADS; Creating a new Section 111.930 (Neighborhood Speed Limit Reduction Trust Fund), Chapter 111 (Special Revenue and Trust Accounts), Ordinance Code, to establish a trust fund account for all donations and contributions of money, including gifts and grants received by the City for use in furthering the goals of the fund, as well as all funds as may be appropriated from time to time by Council, for the general purpose of offsetting the neighborhood’s pro rata share of costs associated with the installation of speed limit signs as described in Chapter 804, Part 4, Ordinance Code; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the City has adopted a Neighborhood Traffic Calming Manual recognizing that as the City of Jacksonville continues to grow and freeways and arterial routes become more congested, anxious drivers begin to seek alternate routes. Local streets are utilized which impact neighborhoods with additional traffic cutting through the neighborhood. These drivers, who are in a hurry and usually exceed the speed limit, pose a danger to children, pedestrians and bicyclists. When cut-through traffic is combined with neighborhood traffic, residents often become alarmed and begin to seek measures to return their streets to safe, calm and livable conditions; and 


WHEREAS, in many such residential areas, the uniform speed of 30 mph is considered too fast for the safety of residents, especially when enforcement does not ticket below 35 mph, and residents are demanding the opportunity to lower speed limits on public residential streets similar to the lower posted speed limits found throughout the City on private streets; now therefore,


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Creating a new Section 804.406 (Speed limit reduction on local roads by petition), Ordinance Code. Section 804.406, Ordinance Code, is hereby created to read as follows:
Chapter 804. Jacksonville Traffic Code
* * *

Part 4. Speed Regulations
* * *

Sec. 804.406. Speed limit reduction on local roads by petition.
(a)  In addition to the method prescribed in Section 804.402 above, a neighborhood homeowner’s association or group of residents (hereinafter collectively referred to as a “Neighborhood”) may petition to have the speed limit reduced on a local road within a residence district, as defined in Section 316.003, Florida Statutes, from 30 miles per hour to a maximum speed limit of 20 or 25 miles per hour on local streets.  A form of petition will be generated by the Department of Public Works. 
(b) The petition shall be submitted to the Department of Public Works, attention City Highway Engineer. It shall be the responsibility of the Neighborhood filing the petition to contact their Council member to schedule a public meeting with the Council member, the Traffic Engineering Division and the Fire and Rescue Department to discuss the proposed petition and process for implementation. The Council member shall contact the Fire and Rescue Department and Traffic Engineering Division to coordinate the meeting time for the public meeting.  At the time of the meeting, the Traffic Engineering Division shall explain the process and identify all costs related to the request and provide a cost estimate to the Neighborhood and any other interested property owners attending the meeting.  After the meeting, the Neighborhood shall circulate the petition to affected property owners (owners of property along the road segment of the local road in question) and at least 75% of the property owners of the local road segment(s) which would be impacted must be in agreement with the proposal, as evidenced by their signature accompanying the petition. 
(c) Once the petition is completed, the Public Works Department shall invoice the Neighborhood for 50% of the costs for signage and any other applicable costs estimated by the Public Works Department.  Upon receipt of the invoice, the Neighborhood shall pay its pro rata share (50%) of the costs prior to implementation of the plan.    

(d)  Upon receipt of a completed petition, the City Highway Engineer shall conduct (or have conducted by a third party) an engineering and traffic investigation that determines such a change is reasonable and in conformity to criteria promulgated by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) in the Manual for Speed Zoning for Highways, Roads, and Streets in Florida to determine whether such speed limit reduction is reasonable. If the investigation concludes that the speed limit reduction is reasonable, then the City Highway Engineer, with the approval of the Sheriff, may reduce the speed limit on the segment of the local road(s) as provided in the petition. 
(e) Upon making such determination, the Public Works Department shall implement the reduced speed limit on the local road segment(s). The Department of Public Works shall be responsible for posting the new speed limit with clearly legible signs, and such new speed limit shall not be effective until the posting of the new speed limit signs. If the Public Works Department determines that the petition request is not reasonable and in conformity to criteria promulgated by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) in the Manual for Speed Zoning for Highways, Roads, and Streets in Florida, it shall return any costs paid to the Department of Public Works for installation of signs or related to the implementation process.

*  *  *
Section 2. 
Creating a new Section 111.930 (Neighborhood Speed Limit Reduction Trust Fund), Ordinance Code. Section 111.930, Ordinance Code, is hereby created to read as follows:

Chapter 111. Special Revenue and Trust Accounts.

*  *  *

Part 9. Neighborhood Development.

*  *  *

Sec. 111.930. Neighborhood Speed Limit Reduction Trust Fund.

There is hereby created and established a Neighborhood Speed Limit Reduction Trust Fund into which shall be deposited and from which shall be expended all donations and contributions of money, including gifts and grants received by the City for use in furthering the goals of this fund, as well as all funds as may be appropriated from time to time by Council, for the general purpose of offsetting the neighborhood’s pro rata share of costs associated with the installation of speed limit signs as described in Chapter 804, Part 4, Ordinance Code. All funds deposited into this Trust Fund, which shall include all interest earned or accrued, shall be the subject of a permanent and continuing appropriation that shall carry forward from year-to-year notwithstanding budget years. Private donations to the trust fund may be dedicated for the benefit of a specific neighborhood. The Director of Finance is authorized to make disbursements from this Trust Fund upon written request of the Director of Public Works in accordance with Chapter 804, Ordinance Code.

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 

Form Approved:
  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Paige Hobbs Johnston 
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